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          How can we address the issue of Same-Sex Marriage?   
Introduction
In the past couple of months the issue of Same-Sex Marriage has become more prominent in Australian public life, with a number of well publicized events. In Ireland same-sex marriage was carried. The United States Supreme Court judged it unconstitutional to ban same-sex marriage. The  Australian Labor Party adopted a same-sex marriage motion.

What wisdom can Courage offer about  a possible legal change to the status of marriage in Australia? Fortunately a number of skilled Catholic commentators whose opinions follow can assist us to wisely address these concerns. 

Father Frank Brennan: Eureka Street in Cath News of 6th July 2015:  
Father Brennan urges Catholics to “advocate the ideal of sacramental marriage for a man and a woman who are believers wanting to commit themselves to each other before God open to the bearing and nurturing of each other's children according to the law of Christ and His Church.” He promotes “the ideal  that children be nurtured in a family unit by their known biological mother and known biological father, while extending pastoral solicitude to all families and to all children, including the hundreds of thousands who are already  being raised by same-sex couples.” Father Brennan says that the Supreme  Court decision will make it difficult for communities to accept those who “cannot embrace same sex marriage for religious reasons.”
Angela Shanahan – The Weekend Australian 4th-5th July 2015:
Over the many years  Angela Shanahan's columns have appeared in the Australian, I have had the deepest respect for her clarity and courage on moral issues affecting public life. Her analysis of the issue particularly in Tasmania is revealing about the “absurdity” and distortion of the  proponent of same-sex marriage in that state.  The booklet, Don't Mess with Marriage, which most Catholic Schools have received from their bishops has been attacked  by a same-sex marriage group. The booklet is clear on what Catholic marriage is and has been issued “with the understanding that parents who send their children to a Catholic school accept the school's ethos and teaching on the sacraments, including marriage...The booklet  states clearly that 'every man, woman and child has great dignity  and worth which can never  be taken away. This includes those who experience same-sex attraction. They must be treated with respect, 
sensitivity and love.”  
The task of Courage men and women and supporters is to be well informed, so as to respectfully and wisely present the truth of God's plan for marriage and sexual practice.
Archbishop Diarmuid Martin of Dublin – April 2015: 

Archbishop Martin when speaking about the forthcoming Irish resolution said that:  “The fundamental question is about the complementarity of men and women, of male and female, in the nature of humanity.” He asked: “Why do humans exist as male and female?” He asserts that “we exist as male and female [and it]is not a marginal dimension of being human.” He  said that men and women do share equality, but equality does not mean uniformity. Equality needs to recognize and  respect difference. He goes on to say: “A pluralist society can be creative in finding ways in which people of same-sex orientation have their rights and their loving and caring relationships recognized and cherished in a culture of difference while respecting the uniqueness of the male-female relationship.”

Archbishop Martin after the result was announced, wondered how the majority was attained when most of the Irish were educated for twelve years in Catholic Schools. He said that the Irish Church needs a reality check.

Do we in Australia need a reality check as well? Maybe that is a question for others to ask at an opportune time!

Archbishop Mark Coleridge – Catholic Leader, July 19th  2015:
I have edited what the  archbishop refutes in nine arguments of same-sex marriage advocates. 
“1. Same-sex marriage is about equality. 
It is true that all human beings are equal. But this does not mean  they are the same. Same-sex marriage ideology implies that equality means sameness. It does not. I may be different, but I am equal.”  The Archbishop then indicates that parents, children and siblings are different but are not less equal. 
“2. It is about love:
There are many forms of love – parent/child, siblings, friends, carers. But not all are nuptial. In fact, only one form of love is nuptial – the love of man and woman which is free, lifelong and open to children.”
“3. It is about civil rights:
Here the link is made to women's rights and racial equal. But the law already offers ample protection to same-sex attracted people in a relationship in a way 

that was not true  of women or people  of other races in earlier times.” Justice and respect can be operative “without resort to an artificially constructed 'right' to marry.” 
“4. Heterosexuality and homosexuality are equivalent:
In the construction of any human society, heterosexuality has been privileged because it alone can secure the future by producing children. Only a society which sees children as optional  and the future as something of no great concern would see heterosexuality and homosexuality as equivalent.”
“5. Children are an optional extra in marriage:
Without resort to extraordinary measures, same-sex couples cannot produce children.” Raising children in a stable environment is fundamental to marriage. Same-sex marriage radically separates the unitive and procreative  purposes of marriage therefore “it cannot really be marriage.” 
“6. Marriage is only about two individuals: 

Marriage has always been  regarded as essentially social, binding families together in new configurations and serving  as the basic cell in constructing  a human society which has a future.  Marriage is a social institution. Same-sex marriage ideology focuses on putative individual rights rather than the common good.
“7. Gender and the body are not decisive:
Same-sex marriage ideology says that  gender difference is a social construct and that it does not matter for marriage...It implies a refusal to accept that  there are any 'givens' and an insistence that autonomous individuals can make of themselves whatever they will.” 

“8. Humanity has got marriage wrong until recently:
Same-sex marriage ideology is a dramatic form of the Western myth of progress which the facts of history have never confirmed. It is a particular arrogance to claim that all cultures through millennia have been wrong on this fundamental point...But societies have agreed that  marriage is between  a man and a woman.”
“9.The non-Western world will eventually catch up with the West:
Non-Western cultures are often perplexed by the push for same-sex marriage in the West, but this is not necessarily a sign that they are backward or less civilized...It may well be that non-Western cultures will help preserve for humanity values which were once fundamental to Western cultures but have  been abandoned.”
A case of how one might answer or act when asked about the issue.
I have been at two meetings in the last two years on the North side of Brisbane where the ALP senator for Queensland – Senator Chris Ketter has been an invited speaker. On the first occasion I heard a somewhat mischievous questioner ask what was the Senator-elect position's  on same sex marriage.  

Chris Ketter simply stated  his belief in traditional marriage. I felt that he displayed courage for  the questioner seemed somewhat hostile when asking the question. On a more recent occasion, again at a North Brisbane venue, the now Senator was asked by a woman, who declared that she was 'a career lesbian', what was  his perspective on same-sex marriage. He stated that he believed that 

a child deserves a father and mother and so he believed in traditional marriage. 

The reaction from the questioner was emotive for she immediately said that “You think you are better than me.” In no way did Senator Ketter indicate by his manner or comment that he was superior to the woman.  I thought this is how some try to demean and undermine   those who stand for the traditional position of marriage.   It takes courage to state what one sincerely believes to be true in an hostile environment and place. 

I quote this case so that people do not give up hope and think that the issue of Australia adopting same-sex marriage is a done deal. Those who oppose same-sex marriage are seen labelled philistines, homophobic or ancient. I believe we ought to be active and not passive. Ecclesiasticus 4:23 says “Do not refrain from speaking at the opportune time.” I think of Dietrich Bonhoeffer and his consistent rebuttal of Nazi ideology and philosophy in a situation like this.

Conclusion:
I encourage Courage members and supporters to be wise, prudent and articulate in promoting what Fr Brennan signifies above as  'sacramental marriage.” 

This article should be read in conjunction with Article 16 -August 2003.
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