                                 “Courage” Ministry 

                              Article 52 - August 2009
                                       Brendan Scarce

             Oceania Courage Conference – Some Questions
Introduction:

In April this year I composed a letter which I sent out to about twenty five Australian Archbishops and bishops. I urged them to support the upcoming Oceanic Courage Conference by either attending themselves or sending a representative priest or staff worker. A number have responded positively. 

The main point of my appeal can be summed up in this sentence from the letter:-

We within Courage sense that it is time for us to be more proactive about our mission towards those Catholic men and women of same sex attraction, who decide to live a chaste life according to the Gospel imperative  and moral norms of the Church. We are acutely aware of the ignorance many  Catholics have about the Church’s teaching on homosexuality and the positive ministry help there is for Catholics who decide to seek help from the Church’s pastoral organizations and  in particular from Courage. 

I have also sent this letter to other Catholic organizations and Parish priests, with accompanying flyers and a tentative time table for the Conference. The Catholic population of Australia will not be dying wondering if there is an active ministry to those with same sex attraction!! 

Recent appointments in Australian Dioceses:

It is very encouraging to see the recent  action of the three Archbishops of Sydney, Melbourne and Perth  appointing a local priest for the ministry to same sex attracted men and women. A Courage supporter sent me this advertisement displayed in the Perth local Archdiocesan paper: The Record:- 

“Archbishop Barry Hickey has announced the establishment of a group for Catholic men who experience same-sex attraction.

‘It is unfortunately true that many men with a same sex attraction feel out of place in the Church,’ he said last week.

‘They fear condemnation and exclusion and often struggle to understand how the biblical vision of human sexuality applies to them. One of our trusted and experienced priests wishes to reach out to such men. He would like to begin a spirituality group to help them sort out their issues and recognize their dignity as full and faithful members of  the Church’

Anyone interested in the group can contact Fr.Brian…”

I believe that such action is appropriate for our time when we are sponsoring the visit to various Australian dioceses of the new International Director of Courage – Fr Paul Check.

A Constant stream of visitors:
In the past couple of months I have both visited and been visited by  same sex attracted men and family members from Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne. A range of matters has been discussed and  human issues and pain have not been far from the surface. I have also visited a number of priests and spoken to a number over the phone in order to promote the  upcoming  Conference in October. An archdiocesan newspaper has conducted an interview with me seeking out the reasons why BrisbaneCourage is conducting an Oceanic Courage Conference at this time. For further details see The Record, the Perth Archdiocesan paper of July 5th 2009.
Real life statistics and information:

As I was preparing for this Conference it seemed useful to devise anonymous  questionnaires for both those actively involved in the ministry of BrisbaneCourage and for those who seek  its assistance and support. The answers and the questions posed would be able to be presented at the Conference, with anonymity assured.
Two groups of people can answer the questionnaires according to which questionnaire applies to them. The first group can answer if they are  same sex attracted Courage members and the  second group can answer if they are  acquaintances, friends, siblings, family members and parents of the same sex-attracted.

All questionnaires are confidential so that those who respond cannot be identified by anyone but me.  

First questionnaire: for those with same-sex attraction: (SSA)
1.  When did you first notice the feelings of SSA?

2.  How did you handle this?

3.  With whom did you  confide ? Why that person?

4.  How helpful was the person you first told about your SSA?

5.  Do your parents know about your SSA?

6.  If so, what was their response and do you  still inform them about  your SSA life? What makes you confide in them?
   7.  If you informed a priest of your SSA, what was his response?   

        What pastoral advice did he provide that was useful for you at   

         that time?  What advice would you have liked from him?  

        With hindsight what feedback would you now give him?  
 8.  When  and how did you find out about Courage?

        What was the motivation for you to seek help from Courage?   

        Has Courage helped you at all. If so, How?
    9. What have been the highs and lows of your time in Courage? 

 Second questionnaire: for siblings, friends and acquaintances of the same sex attracted, and also Courage ministry workers.
1. When did you first hear about Courage? What drew you    

     to enquire about Courage? What has Courage done for you? 
2. How meaningful are the five goals of Courage? Do they 

make sense in our Church and in our modern society? 

     3. Could the Courage Ministry assist you more in what it does? 

4. With regard to same-sex attraction what is the most difficult matter you have had to deal with?  Has your spirituality helped you in dealing with this?

5. What changes, if any, are required by the current Courage team to address your concerns, needs and hopes?

6. Are you willing to assist the Courage ministry in its various works of reaching out to the same sex attracted within the Catholic Church? 
Please consider the questionnaires and forward your results quickly to Brisbane Courage at PO Box 151 Geebung Qld 4034 or to the email address below. 
BrisbaneCourage is a ministry of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane.

For enquiries email brisbanecourage@bigpond.com 

For further information: www.brisbanecourage@bigpond.com   

