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                         World Youth Day Blessings and Reminiscences 
Introduction:

The People of God, in the role of hundreds of thousands of pilgrims descended on Sydney for World Youth Day. How truly blessed were the pilgrims in  many and diverse ways. I am very thankful that I was part of the pilgrimage, for it was a touching and moving spiritual event. An event that yet again revealed the holiness, inspiration, dedication, fidelity to mission and joy of many in their service of God and the Church, and through this to the whole People of God, “a single people, a people which acknowledges Him (God) in truth and serves Him in holiness.” (No 9. Lumen  Gentium – Document on the Church – Vatican Council II Documents).
Preparation: 

In the months prior to World Youth Day I had a sense that this would be an important time of evangelization and mission to the Australian people. I had long felt that Australia is hard nosed and cavalier regarding Religion and most Australians are suspicious of overt religious expression. One of the strengths of the typical Australian (Aussie) character is his and her rejection of too much publicity regarding one’s own spiritual practice, and the rejection of what is seen as an exalted higher than thou attitude that is sometimes displayed, even if perhaps unintentionality.  The negative side to this is that Australian Society is a harsh judge of the sacred or many  things religious. So much so that many Australians wont even divulge their religious affiliation for fear of being embarrassed by the company they are in, be that at work, play, community enterprises or even among friends. Fortunately this reserve was blown to smithereens all over Sydney. The fruit of this explosion of good will is still being felt there and in those Dioceses that sponsored pilgrims prior to World Youth Day.

Expectations:

In my own preparation before going to Sydney I read “As by a New Pentecost” :The Dramatic beginning of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, by Patti Gallagher Mansfield. It was a wonderful reminder to me of the blessings of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal in my own life in the early 70’s and an opportunity for the Church since then. It was a timely harbinger of what is possible when the People of God express their unity, faith, hope and love. While I already had a sense of expectation for Sydney and for the role of the Courage Ministry, Patti’s book  reassured me about the possibilities. I knew  that it was up to God’s purpose and plan anyway and  I felt very relaxed about what was going to happen in Sydney. I also took the opportunity to ask various news agencies about their coverage of Courage events, given the inordinate publicity given to a very small number of protesters. One of these protesters I met providentially in a Sydney street and engaged her in dialogue. SBS., The ABC and The Australian, were positive about the possibilities in the future of running some stories on Courage.

Courage Seminar:

St Paul

Well some of the saints – the People of God assembled at Homebush seminary for the Courage Seminar and were well fed.  Archbishop Coleridge, of Canberra-Goulburn  gave a spirited  narrative about St Paul and emphasised Paul’s absolute focus on the main prize of Jesus Christ. The Archbishop recalled Paul’s words in his letters and especially his weaknesses. Yet despite his weaknesses and his failings, Paul  had supreme confidence in Jesus Christ. Because of this St Paul is authenticated as a teacher and is still continually exhorting us to a life of virtue as we see in Galatians 5.22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.”  The Archbishop stated that we all have to  handle adversity and weakness in our lives and in this we grow into Christ. We are absolutely dependent on the grace, love and life of Jesus to live a life of virtue. This is the message of St Paul in the year of St Paul. 

The people who gave me feedback about this presentation spoke glowingly of the speaker and  mentioned their deeper insight into the life, sufferings and teaching of  St Paul. This pleased me because I think any worker, supporter and member of Courage needs to meditate on the Paulian texts for a way of life suitable for his or her ministry, struggle and work. 

Testimonies:
Humble stories of one’s life and struggles in the quest for the life of holiness and the supreme relationship with Jesus are always uplifting and inspiring. A particular story was given by Shirley Baskett of Melbourne providing a well documented testimony of her departure from the same sex  promiscuous life to that of a married woman and an apostle for the practical life in Christ. Her riveting testimony revealed the mystery of God’s grace working in weakness and really illustrated the principles that Archbishop Mark Coleridge had presented earlier.  See 2 Cor. 12: 9-10  “‘My grace is enough for you: my power is at its best in weakness’. So I shall be very happy to make my weaknesses my special boast so that the power of Christ may stay over me.” Shirley’s story is well told in her book: The woman who outran the devil. I would recommend you read the book. It is one of  the best testimonials I have read, and I have read many a testimony.   
Other testimonies were given and reports from Melbourne, Adelaide, Hong Kong On-line and Ambassadors for Courage. Time may not permit a full report in this article.

A Clinician’s labour of love:

We were blessed at the Seminar with clinicians in the field of counselling, pastoring, mentoring and psychology. I had asked a former colleague from Sydney University, Ray Reid, now of Parramatta Diocese Centacare to provide some of his own insights from over thirty years of practice as a Catholic counsellor, lecturer, academic and supervisor. The exact title of Ray’s paper was: The Marriage of the Spiritual and Psychological Elements in the Ministry to Those with Same Sex Attraction.

Ray outlined some basic strategies which he would use in assisting those  experiencing same sex attraction to live their lives in accordance with the teaching of the Catholic Church on the morality of sexual behaviours. He would couple this strategy with five callings all of us have from God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  They are the call to Love, the call to Prayer, the call to Chaste Action, the call to Intimate Emotional Relationships and the call to Friendships and to Service of Others. 

A future article will take up more fully what Ray had to say but I leave you with one of his insights into the call to prayer: Ministering to people with same sex attraction involves inviting them, and teaching them, to deepen their personal relationship with God. Prayer is a human activity, involving body and spirit. It is essentially an attempt to relate personally and lovingly to God . It is always successful. Every prayer is heard by God, although we may not always be immediately aware of His reply.  
Ray’s gentle approach and scholarly address, while strong in the stance of the Catholic Church leaves all of us with the hope that we can minister meaningfully, lovingly and wisely. Among his concluding remarks he says: persons with same sex attraction  are not essentially  different to those  who experience opposite sex attraction. All humans have the same need for love, and deserve the same level of respect as human persons. All are capable with the assistance of grace, of acts of goodness and of reaching  the fulfilment of their personal being which is desired by God. All are capable of sin, of sexual sin. 
Bonhomie, Camaraderie, Fellowship  and Fun:
When  the saints get together, we do have fun, and lots of it. Once the Seminar was out of the way and the hard work of people like Senna and the backroom workers, we knew it was time to go to Barangaroo for the opening mass of World Youth Day. Well I was bundled up and placed in the boot of a car  that had to rush to the Ashfield station. I was initially worried about the police halting the overcrowded car, but then I realised all the police would be at the City locations etc. I was just overcome with joy of the Holy Spirit and the success of the Seminar as I was travelling with my Mexican friend. – Miguel.  The journey to the opening mass site was an effort, shoulder to shoulder with the surging pilgrims and the dialogues that were occurring with all and sundry. I ran into Fr Paul Glynn and as one stage I was walking off with his soutane which he had asked me to carry on the long walk from Wynyard Station.
The reverence and devotion of the vast crowd at the Mass was truly inspirational.  The Prime Minister’s welcome was that of a  man of faith. All was set for the week.

The Courage Stall at St Benedicts/Notre Dame – in Broadway.

For the three days following the opening Mass, the Courage/Encourage stall was operative with the stalwarts of Melbourne and Michael  Curtin providing the service. They yielded up so much for the good of the cause and I want to record my thanks for the drive, inspiration, preparation and sheer hard work done. The stall could not have been a success without the service put it.  However whatever we did we had fun, We saw elements of humanity that we might not normally see. We did learn a lot as well.

We enjoyed the visits of many friends and old time supporters. It  was a true meeting of the saints of God. Quite a few new contacts were made and I have had three separate conversations with three young – to middle aged men about wanting to be priests.
May God receive all the glory, for great things He has done. To His name be praise forever and ever.

Our Future rallying call:

“But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8  We shall continue to be available for the work of God among the People of God. Alleluia!!
Courage is a ministry of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Brisbane 
Post Office Box 151, Geebung Qld 4034

Telephone (07) 3865 2464. Email brisbanecourage@bigpond.com 
