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  The Significance of the Nuptial Meaning of the Body in our Sexuality
Introduction: 

In the past four editions of  the Courage Ministry Series, Nos 39-42, I have shared with you the  insights I obtained when submitting a Masters thesis to the Brisbane College of Theology in November 2006. This  article will follow John Paul’s catechesis of Genesis 2:24-25 on what he terms Original Solitude, Original Unity and Original Nakedness.
Original Solitude:
In his original solitude man, is able to sense God and his presence.(For the sake of simplicity I shall keep the term man even though we know the Greek term anthropos in our modern translations encompass both men and women). God and man were friends; they could talk and listen to each other – they were familiar with each other. 
However man was like no other created being, he could distinguish himself from all other  living beings, and was unaware of his own consciousness. (i.e. we know that we exist, or we know that we know). It was a consciousness that was evidenced in his own superiority since he was commanded to till the earth, subdue it and name the animals. John Paul says Man is alone because he  is “different” from the visible world, from the world of living beings.” (General audience of October 10th, 1979)
While the man notices that something is wrong, it is actually God who notices it first, when He says: ”It is not good that the man should be alone.” Man  has the sense that it is like being on a deserted island.- as Fr Anthony Percy, a priest of the Archdiocese of Canberra –Goulburn  would put it.   What then for the man? Is the answer found in Original Unity?
Original Unity

The sense of original solitude, says John Paul, becomes part of the meaning of original unity, when he refers to Genesis 2:24. “A man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” (Mt 19:5). “Man finds his perfection  – fulfillment – not in a solitary life, but in a unified life with a woman.” ‘So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh: and the rib which the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said: ‘This at last is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and cleaves to his wife, and they become one flesh.’ (Gen 2:21-24). John Paul comments by saying that man becomes the image and likeness of God, 
not only through his own humanity, but also through the communion of persons which man and woman form right from the beginning… Man becomes the image of God not so much in his solitude but in the moment of communion. 

John Paul elucidates further: “In the light of this text, we understand that knowledge of man passes through masculinity and femininity. These are, as it were two “incarnations” of the same metaphysical solitude before God and the world. They are two ways  of being a body  and at the same time a man, which complete each other. They are two complementary dimensions of self-consciousness and self-determination and, at the same time, two complementary ways of being conscious of the meaning of the body.  This is the framework for the conjugal act, because “uniting with each other…so closely as to become one flesh, man and woman rediscover, so to speak, every time and in a special way, the mystery of creation.” Gagnon takes seriously the  concept of complementarity when he discusses the biblical norms that do not permit same sex intercourse. Something we will explore in article 44, the Bible and Homosexuality. Let us now see the link between Original Nakedness and the Nuptial meaning of the Body. 

Original Nakedness: (The Nuptial Meaning of the Body)

 “And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not ashamed.”(Gen. 2:25). In our original state of nakedness there was simplicity and the fullness of God’s vision for all humanity. The pure value of humanity as male and female were there to be seen and the pure value of the body and of sex is manifested. The original revelation of the body as seen especially by Genesis 2:25 does not know an interior rupture and opposition between what is spiritual and sensible..[nor a break] between what constitutes the person humanly and what in man is determined by sex, i.e. what is male and female.

 Consequently there is a greater peace within  the man and the woman and a deeper sense of interiority as they gaze upon one another. We can notice this loving gaze when we see men and women deeply in love with one another. This interiority, according to John Paul creates  “precisely the fullness of the intimacy of persons.” Such an intimacy is the prerequisite for the nuptial use of the body. This nuptial meaning refers to the person’s capacity to freely give oneself as a gift.  This donation of oneself can be for marriage or for the sake of the kingdom.   

Consequences for our vocation 
The consequence of the insight of John Paul II is that the body speaks a language of its own. It says that this body is made for love – for an abiding relationship. Because the body speaks it own language through sexual intercourse, sex is a unique form of language. Sex is body language. The Pope alludes to the Incarnation and in this sense he is carrying forth a tradition of previous papal teaching. To quote just one example, namely  Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical of 1880 Arcanum “…the one flesh union of man and woman has been from the beginning a foreshadowing of the Incarnation of the Word of God.”  He goes further and states that we cannot understand this theology without understanding our vocation and call to sexual communion and appreciating the meaning  of sexual difference. This sexual communion  is really a reflection within our bodies of the Trinity. God has deigned to share himself with us, Father, Son and Spirit, the Holy Trinity. We are a communion of persons sharing the life of the Trinity as we genuinely share with one another. No wonder then are we called to be holy and to live a life worthy of our vocation and as such our calling. 

Nuptial Love  foundational for existence

John Paul II “says the call to ‘nuptial love’ inscribed in our bodies is ‘the fundamental element of human existence in the world.’” (General Audience of 16/1/80) The entire Christian mystery rests on the incarnation, the embodiment of God. …John Paul’s catechesis deals with the body as a theology. As he puts it, ‘Through the fact that the Word of God became flesh the body entered theology...through the main door.’ (General Audience 4/2/80.) 

 And in this theological reality we can see connections. Jesus took on a body so we could become ‘one body’ with him. We are to exercise this spirituality in the body, not in some abstract way, which suppresses the body. We are not to become more spiritual so that we are no earthly good, but allow the Holy Spirit as the ‘third’ person of the Trinity to endow our bodies with His divine life, as we work out in fear and trembling.  His eternal mystery made present to us. As the Holy Father challenges us to see, the human body possesses a ‘language’ which enables it to proclaim and make present the eternal plan and mystery of God. “...the human body reveals the mystery of God”  
For the fundamental thesis of John Paul is that “the body, in fact, and it alone, is capable of making visible what is invisible, the spiritual and divine.” It does this through its sexuality, which becomes an unifying complementarity as male and female. This  constitutes from ‘the beginning’ the image of God in man...as God is in himself a life-giving communion of persons  - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – man also images God through the life-giving communion of persons  that male and female form in ‘one flesh’.  For in reality “the marital embrace then, is an icon of the inner life of the Trinity!”
 

John Paul emphasizes this concept when he states “this Trinitarian concept of the ‘image of God’ constitutes perhaps the deepest theological aspect of all that can be said about man.” An embrace that is free of grasping and trying to possess one another, an embrace that respects the gift of the other and is continually open to the gift of the other. In their state of original innocence they loved as God loved, for “before sin, the very sentiment of sexual desire was to love as God loves – in total, fruitful self-giving and receptivity.”  
Conclusion
The concepts of nuptial love and nuptial body require more study and reflection, but I sense that for Courage members it would produce deeper convictions about he use of our bodies for the worship of God and for the blessing of our neighbour.
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