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“I know well the plans

I have for you”,

says the Lord.

“Plans for peace

and not disaster,

holding for you a

FUTURE FULL OF HOPE”

Jeremiah 29:11

Amazing Grace.......

Driving back from a Courage duty, I had a serious smash - another 45 degrees by either car and it would’ve been a head-on. I thought I could handle it, so went through the police, tow-truck and ambulance conversations, and didn’t call anyone on my mobile.

I was hospitalized for a couple of hours but consequently discharged.

What’s in the News?

The newspaper from Rome, L’Osservatore Romano, has published an article on the legal recognition of homosexual unions. It is a well-structured item, with some good statements about the meaning of heterosexual marriage. If you don’t have a subscription to the paper it is not accessible on the net, but the hard copy is 10th September 2003.
A Man’s Story.....

A group member has acceded to our request to print his recent testimony, saying, “This is how I would try to start explaining myself.” He uses a nom-de-plume, “Peter”. “Zio” is Italian for “uncle”.

“Zio “Peter”, are you gay?” asked my seven year old nephew. Damn The Simpsons! Apparently The Simpsons have two ‘gay’ male characters who live together. I felt annoyed, frustrated and perplexed, and totally unwilling to talk to a seven year old about this, about the complexities of my life that I’m only beginning to understand myself. How do I understand myself then? What is my account of myself? And when I come to understand it, how can I articulate it to those who are important to me? What follows is that attempt.

I am middle aged, and as far as I know, healthy, with a rewarding job and a comfortable home, with a close male friend with whom I share a large part of my life. Our neigbours and relatives and most friends assume we are a ‘gay’ couple, living in suburban bliss in a homosexual equivalent of a heterosexual marriage. That’s not how I see it, and whilst it is understandable for people to view things that way when they don’t have deeper knowledge, it is increasingly unacceptable to me to be identified that way.

I am a Same Sex attracted male (I’d prefer “Same Gender Attracted”), who has been through the ‘gay’ lifestyle in the past, but who finds what is defined as ‘gay’ culture, community and aesthetic mostly ‘so much garbage’. That is not a denial of my same sex attraction - rather a statement that I do not want to, nor should I be defined by it. I am so much more than that. I am also a Catholic, Australian, white, rugby league loving, classical music loving, Italophile. I find sympathy with black Americans for example, who struggle continuously, with white American perceptions of who they are, and how they ‘should’ behave. Aren’t all black Americans “rap-loving”, “fried chicken eating” people who worship in Pentecostal churches? Well actually, no, they aren’t. Some are Creole speaking, jazz loving orthodox Catholics!

There are women who I find physically attractive, and curiously enough, more and more of them the more I distance myself, or take pause from, my past self identification. It’s also a process of discovering who and what I am, how other people perceive me. For example, I’ve always seen myself as somewhat ‘less than masculine’ and it’s no surprise that the men I’ve been attracted to are very masculine. My ‘acting out’ has always been an attempt, in a sense, to ‘soak up’ what I felt I lacked. When I’ve shared my self-perception with others, both men and women, they invariably are incredulous. I’ve taken note too, of both overtures from women, and masculine ‘acceptance’ from ‘straight’ men as confirmation that I’m not as ‘lacking’ as I thought I was. One day not so long ago, when I heard my voice on the work answering machine, I was shocked to hear how like my (heterosexual) brother I am when I speak!!!!!!! I’d always thought I had a feminised voice!!!

So what is wrong with being ‘gay’ anyway? Well, for me, it is ultimately incompatible with Christian (and all theist belief systems). Humankind is made male and female, and is designed for complementarity. Androgyny is a nonsense in faith terms, and if one chooses to live by that faith system there are implications. For me that implication as a Catholic is that I’m called to live chastely, however difficult that may be. This does not mean that I am successful at all times, but if I pursue it with trust in God’s grace, I know that my efforts are blessed. I am no angel, and I have done things in the past the memory of which makes me cringe.

Ultimately, what all Christians can do is strive for holiness, that holiness described by Lumen Gentium as ‘striving for the perfection of charity, thereby helping others to grow’. In a particularly appropriate way, the Second Vatican Council says: holiness shines out in the practice of the counsels customarily called “evangelical” ie. poverty, chastity and obedience #39.

What then is chastity to me as a single man? It is a ‘not seeking’, or ‘declining’, sexual advances from other men, it’s not objectifying other men, both personally when confronted by their nakedness (as obviously, all men are from time to time, as is normal) or via images. It means, indeed, fasting from those images and ‘custody of the eyes’. It entails remembering at those times, that these men are human beings, loved by God, who aren’t there for my entertainment. It means avoiding places of habituation or propaganda for the ‘gay’ lifestyle. Yes, holiness is also about having a ‘social conscience’ but that is not, in my opinion, at the expense of taking personal inventory and modifying one’s behaviours.

As much as it may irritate or anger my ‘gay’ friends, I believe a need that is met by attraction to a person of the same gender, can be, at its source, attributed to some childhood cause, be it ‘genetic’ or ‘environmental’. whilst the imperatives of intimacy and companionship seem to require a sexual outlet, the Church says that there is a way for all people, married and single (of whatever sexual orientation), to live according to the norms of both biblical revelation and the ‘natural law’ of creation. It is not impossible and it is self-revelatory and empowering to try!

Will my nephew understand at 14, 21 or 34 what I’m trying to express? Perhaps, perhaps not, But when I say “No, I’m not gay, hopefully he will have some understanding of what I’m trying to say.

Courage Support Group......
What we had been proposing as “The Courage Council” has been renamed, The Archdiocesan Courage Liaison Committee. This is to give the group a supportive approach rather than a directive one. The ACLC has been endorsed by the Archbishop. Brendan met with the two auxiliary bishops of Brisbane about Courage issues and episcopal support for Courage in Brisbane. He always finds it a positive and encouraging time when he shares with them.

Riches from across the world......
Our contact in London(sounds like a spy network!), has been very faithful in sending many resources by the internet. We have recently accessed one of these resources, where a homosexual man named himself publicly in a letter to a magazine’s editor and telling of his struggles with the word “fag” and also of his efforts to be chaste. The letter was passed around as reading in our small group. 

Afternoon tea.....
On September 6th we had an afternoon tea, especially for all who had come to our group before. A woman in the Liaison Committee hosted. Past members had other things on, but the conversation with present members was lively and the food was lovely!

On radio.......

On 24th August Brendan was interiewed on the TAB station (the old 4IP), which was good practice for 31st August when Michael, Brendan and John Meteyard, who works with the Protestant Churches, were on a panel and phone call-in segment on Family Radio. The topic was “The Christian and Homosexuality”. The stimulating Peter Janetzki is the regular presenter of the programme, called “Talking Life”.

May God bless all who read,

(Michael Curtin - editor)

Courage is a ministry in the Brisbane Catholic Archdiocese

Enquiries can be made in writing to PO Box 151, Geebung, Qld., 4034

Or by phoning Michael on 0411180264
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