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Introduction: 
It is over eight years  since the Courage groups of the various  Australian Dioceses have had a gathering of members, advisers, chaplains and supporters. It seemed good to the Holy Spirit and a number of people in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane that there ought to be a gathering of the brethren during World Youth Day.

Given that so much has occurred within Courage ministries since the successful Canberra Conference in November 1999 the question is what do we set ourselves to do in Sydney?
A Director’s perspective:
As I look back on  my work with men and women who are same sex attracted, the parents who seek my help and advice and others who ring and seek counsel  I have some suggestions. I believe fundamentally that we must pray. I need to seek the mind of Jesus and the Church to provide God’s way and not my  own plan  which might be more popular and easier for me. Coupled with this I must have a certain disposition of love and care and have the heart of Jesus in responding with gentleness and kindness. This does not mean that I cannot speak the truth as I see it and as I understand it.  I do firmly believe in the scriptural message of  St John in his gospel  “And you will know the truth , and the truth will make you free.”(Jn.8.32 RSV). By speaking with love and a real concern for the plan of God we enable men and women to seek for themselves the path of holiness and true freedom .

A critical perspective:

One of the difficulties Courage workers face is the misunderstanding and  the sheer ignorance by many in the Church about our work. In some quarters there appears to be the view that we have a heavy handed pompous approach, and a stern self –righteousness, which is unwelcoming and actually drives people away. If such behaviour did occur, those who seek comfort and help will not even begin to experience the love of God through us. Their memory of the Church will be one of disfavour and a further set back in their quest for the truth. In all my years with Courage and the associated  Protestant ministry of Exodus, and a personal experience of a similar ministry in California I have rarely seen or experienced such behaviour. On the contrary I have known  great compassion, prayerfulness and a profound reaching out. We need to correct this perspective because it holds back the great work of assisting those who are in great need and want help. Let us do away with the prejudices and the jaundiced view of Courage. 

A critique of  The Bible and Homosexuality: 

The more equipped our workers and supporters can be about the bible the more confident and assured will be the wisdom, teaching,  counsel and ministrations  to all who ask about the hope we have in Christ.  I have invited an Archbishop, a creditable scripture scholar to  deliver a session on The Bible and Homosexuality, which is chapter four of my masters thesis.   The Word of God is the book of the Church and we need sound and understandable guidelines from it.  Our Protestant brothers and sisters are more confident in this area and we Catholics need to be as competent, yet in a way that is life giving and provides hope and freedom.
The Church’s Prayer Book:
Why would you have a teaching on the psalms at a Courage seminar you might ask.  I reply that the book of  psalms is the prayer book of the ordinary Christian throughout the world and is the prayer book of the Church. If Courage members, workers, supporters and family members are to grow more in prayer life I thought it would be useful to listen quietly and appreciatively to a man who knows about the psalms and is a man of prayer. We know that the psalms  speak about every human condition and it is likely that  Jesus prayed one of the psalms on the night after he instituted the Blessed Eucharist, (see Mark 14:26) and on Good Friday from the cross, he uttered the heart rending cry to his Father,(see Ps.21:1). I have twice read the book called “Psalms: Songs for the way Home  by Fr. Paul Glynn and it is a beautiful work and  very inspiring. He has accepted an invitation to speak to us about his beloved psalms. I am expecting a blessed time for us.
A Catholic Professional counsellor’s perspective: 

In any ministry we are dealing  with the psychological, mental, psychical, social and spiritual  elements of the person. In Courage the group meeting is the most significant support , but we also have one on one meetings/encounters. I have invited a professional counsellor who works for a Diocesan ministry to give us some counsel and wisdom. It is always useful to listen to a peer and a fellow worker because we pick up ideas and challenge ourselves by examining our own styles of communicating and ministry. Even those who have been in the ministry for some time will benefit from the reflections offered and I believe we  will all be better equipped for the tasks ahead.
Testimonies:
There is nothing more inspiring than listening to another brother and sister speak about their relationship with God and the circumstances of their meeting God .  I believe all of us have a story which is inspiring,  because  we tell a story of our unique relationship with God. Each story is different and reveals the vastness of God’s capacity in dealing with us and our own uniqueness. In the Courage ministry, testimonies are more nuanced and refined, in that they focus on the choices a same-sex attracted  person, or relative or worker has made in the face of grace received from the Trinity. 

Testimonies are faithbuilding stories that reveal to us the way God works, and how He works in various ways and through whomever he chooses. There is rarely a dull testimony because we hear about God’s unfathomable love and the exciting unexpected matters that occur. I call it providence and the inscrutable will of God who does this for our sheer pleasure and our eternal happiness and peace.
Testimonies also serve as a reminder to Courage workers, members, relatives and pastors and supporters how we may serve our brothers and sisters in the future. They are a type of  education in pastoral ministry. 

Testimonies from men, women, parents: 

Consequently we will be having testimonies from a couple of men who have removed themselves from the promiscuous life of genital homosexuality and also a testimony from a woman . We shall also hear from parents about  how they have handled and dealt with a child who has declared that he or she has made a choice to live a homosexual lifestyle. 

As Courage workers we need to hear this perspective too in order to assist so many in the Catholic Church who do no know where to go for help. I am aware of the lack of pastoral experience priests and ministers have in this area, and because of this lacunae and ignorance too many of our brethren are lost and deeply saddened by the official Church’s response. The priests and pastors have goodwill, but that is not sufficient when a desperate man and woman seeking God’s wisdom are left floundering.
Ambassador for Courage:
About eight years ago the concept of having an Ambassador for Courage was generated. Brisbane Courage knew of Pastor Peter Lane’s frequent trips to Asia and commissioned him to spread the word to the many Catholic institutions, orders, communities he visited on his many visits to Asia  Brisbane Courage has supported him and he has delivered materials to many poor Catholic places in Asia. How apt this is given the theme for World Youth Day being: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you and you will be my witnesses”(Acts 1:8).
On-Line Courage:
There are a number of Courage On-Line people coming to the seminar, who conduct the Spanish On-Line service from Hong Kong!!. I have had the pleasure of meeting one of them and having email contact with the other two.  They will provide a perspective to the Seminar. In our day of sophisticated communications of blogs, youtubes and facebooks and the frenetic  exponential rate of high performance technologies it will be useful to hear how these men develop the rapport and the trust over the internet.  Quite a few contacts are made with me because of the influence of On-Line. 
Around the Dioceses/Archdioceses:
Reports will allow us to see what is ahead of us. There has been a sewing of the seed for ten years, and we need to hear in a humble way what is happening to the reaping . We do have great support from the Bishops, yet it is a discreet ministry. Too much publicity may  draw blatant opposition and disruption. On one of Fr Harvey’s visit to Australia about four years ago, I was subjected to gratuitous violence. A hostile group from the University of Queensland set out to disrupt the meeting with Fr.Harvey. At one stage I heard the group of about fifty men and women protesting and shouting slogans just outside the hall.  I went out to meet them  and saw one of the Courage men at the back of the column of protesters. I motioned to him to skirt the column and while doing so,   one of the front row protesters, a young woman,  ripped a book out of my hand and threw it away. While I did not feel terribly threatened we know that when  a mob is aroused and stirred up by chanting slogans any thing can happen. Yet we must not be put off proclaiming the message in season and out of season. I did feel sorry for the protesters because I wondered if  some of them may have felt that the Church and by implication or association that God had at some stage in their life let them down. We need constantly to reach out to all  and  be the healing and loving witness of Jesus in our world. A life long task only possible  with the help and anointing of the Holy Spirit. 
Publications and material for the seminar and World Youth Day:
One of the scriptural truths that I consider  important for our work and ministry is Matt. 10.16  “Remember, I am sending you out like sheep among wolves; so be cunning as serpents and yet as harmless as doves.”    To this end we need to be informed and keep up our knowledge of relevant  events that impinge on our ministry and how we practice it. Brisbane Courage has a range of articles, testimonies, presentations that touch on various elements of Church, Society and Human behaviour that will challenge us to reflect and consider ways and means of communicating with this age and the persons we meet. If you have any spare moments before the Seminar at World Youth Day I suggest that you access  the website www.bne.catholic.net.au/courage/ so that you will be all the more ready for the participation and interaction that will occur among us on July 15th .  when the different presenters offer their wisdom for us.  
The last word  is from St Paul during the 2000th celebration by the Church of  his anniversary:

For all those involved in the Courage and Encourage ministries I leave you with the marvellous encouraging words of St Paul to Timothy. Let us use the words often to inspire  and bless one another. 

To Timothy (Use your own name), my beloved child: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father, and Christ Jesus our Lord… I am reminding you  now to fan into a flame the gift that God gave you …God’s gift was not a spirit of timidity, but the Spirit of power, and love,. So you are never to be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord. ..You have been trusted to look after something precious; guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit whk lives in us. (2Tim 1.6-7, 14)  
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