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          Is a chaste life a part of the good news of Jesus Christ?
Introduction
This question was asked by Father Paul Check in his response to media reports about the October Extraordinary Synod for the Family in Rome.  I was granted  permission from Father Paul to write an article based on his comments in an interview by Joan Desmond in the National Catholic Register  on the 14th of October. I have quoted the interview in full with my own  paragraph headings. I will conclude the article about  recent  Brisbane Courage efforts.

The Midterm report of the Synod
“The midterm report (all italics are by the reporter) from the Extraordinary Synod for the Family has provoked a firestorm, and some Synod Fathers have already criticized the document, while noting that it is not definitive. The focus of attention is on one paragraph dealing with the Church's outreach to persons with same-sex attraction:

50. Homosexuals have gifts and qualities to offer to the Christian community: Are we capable of welcoming these people,  guaranteeing to them a fraternal space in our communities? Often they wish to encounter a Church that offers them a welcoming home. Are our communities capable of providing that, accepting and valuing their sexual orientation, without compromising Catholic doctrine on the family and matrimony?
Passage 50. 
“Father Paul, who leads the international Courage apostolate, which helps Catholics with same-sex attraction live in accord with Catholic teaching on chastity, has  “said that Courage members are worried and confused about the message from the Synod: 

  I am most concerned for the people who are part of the Courage apostolate.     

  They trust that what the Church teaches on homosexuality is true. They are 

  striving with God's grace to live that teaching  amid other voices – including 

  their own families – telling them to live another way and find a partner.

  They look at this language with dismay, concern and some pain. They count

  on the voice of the Church to keep them strong and reassure them that the

  choices they have made are true. The Church gives them strength to

  persevere. 

  I also think about our EnCourage parents and their struggle to trust what the

  Church teaches is true, when there are many other voices in the legislature

  and judiciary that want to normalize same – sex unions. 
The model of Jesus for us 
Father Check applauded the Synod Fathers' desire to reach out to Catholics with same-sex attraction. However, he noted that Jesus modelled the way to engage people on the margins without appearing to dismiss the reality of sinful attachments.

“Our Lord spoke plainly, but he spoke with a deep insight into the human condition: the weakness to which we are prone, as well as the nobility. It is not an either/or proposition – either you have a sterile doctrine and a  severe teaching or you lovingly embrace people as they understand themselves, as they want to live.

Our Lord said, 'The truth will set you free. For this I was born to come into the world to hear witness to the truth.' He is the logos and the agape. There is no conflict in Christ between truth and charity.

There is a loss of confidence that revealed truth, understandable and knowable by human reason, can be lived and that it can lead to fulfillment.

When I read the statement, one thing that went through my mind was to ask the question, 'Do we have the conviction that a chaste life is part of the good news of Jesus Christ, no matter what our state of life?'

We don't do someone any justice by allowing them to remain in a sinful way of life, but the call to conversion does not ignore the conditions in which someone is living.

Look at the example of Jesus in John 4, where he speaks to the woman at the well. Our Lord engages her in conversation and builds a relationship with her. He gives her the assurance that  she is personally important to him. Christ is always inviting individual people to come and live the fullness of faith in truth.”

The importance of Christian anthropology  
Joan Desmond asked Father Paul what he hoped  the Synod Fathers would do now to clarify matters.

“I  think it would be wonderful if we could have a confirmation from the Holy See  that the teaching of the Church with regard to chastity is secure and will always be secure because it is founded on unchanging human nature, which itself is created in the image and likeness of unchanging divine essence. Christian anthropology cannot change because God can't change. 

A homosexual inclination is not something to be embraced for itself, for as the Church has said, it is an inclination, more or less, toward an action gravely contrary to chastity. Logically, it doesn't  make sense to praise  or suggest that the inclination in and of itself is good. It isn't logical to say that an inclination directed toward a grave sin is good.

An inspiring film
Father Check invited the Synod Fathers to watch a film recently released by 

Courage that offers the deeply engaging stories of three Catholics dealing with same-sex attraction n light of Catholic teaching on chastity.

When I was preparing to succeed Father Harvey, who previously led Courage, he told me that our members are our best ambassadors. They show us that it is possible and it is good to embrace the Church's teaching. That is not to say that as soon as they become members  of Courage that their desires are vanquished. But they find great  solace, strength and comfort in the truth.”
Persons made in God' image and likeness
I  endorse Father Check's comments particularly about passage 50 and his message that a homosexual inclination ought not to be embraced for itself.  I believe that every person is to be welcomed in their  very personhood. for each   person is made in God's image and likeness and because of this intrinsic worth they are to be accepted, welcomed and valued. It is significant that every person bearing the image and likeness of God now stands before the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Given this fact whether a person has  an illness, criminal record, alternative sexual orientation, holds a pension or has varied parenthood  he or she is to  be honoured, respected and greeted for who they are, not what they are.  A person's particular experience and condition may give that person a unique  insight into their own history but I believe that the insight is not the most important distinguishing factor in a person's life. 
Passage 50 of the Synod Report asks: “Are we capable of welcoming these people, guaranteeing to them a  fraternal place in our communities?”

I give a resounding positive affirmation to this question. 
BrisbaneCourage approach
In the past fifteen months three same-sex attracted  men up to the age of 30 have come to Courage for help. They have sought the help of the Courage group to live a life of chastity. They know their own selves and their attraction to same sex within. They find comfort in the open sharing of their lives and their struggles. They have commented at the meetings  from time - to - time that they cannot share with confidence in other circles. They declare that they find the Courage environment supportive and transforming. 

The Courage group does not value their sexual orientation in itself, but values the person and their bravery, courage and will to have the mind of Christ. The Courage members know full well the pitfalls of the gay scene and lobby and its efforts to obstruct and frustrate the sincere effort of men and women who have unwanted same sex attraction.  
My suggestion
I have been a counsellor for three decades and I do not use a label in describing people. I have dealt with men and women  in psychiatric hospitals, men in jails in three states of Australia, young men and women with illicit drug issues, aged persons in various  facilities and hospitals. In the past twenty years I have been more closely involved with  men and women who wish to deal wholistically and morally with a whole range of sexual issues.

I always relate to  the person first and might be invited to deal with their abiding issue and complaint. With regard to men and women with same-sex attraction I do not label them as homosexuals. I believe it is a wrong call to label people as homosexual for they are persons first.  For the reasons above,  I hope the October 2015 Synod session would substitute passage 50 in the  following way: 
Every person, whatever their  status or condition have gifts and qualities to offer to the Christian community. 

The majority of Brisbane Courage members over the past fifteen years have exemplified this by offering with humility,  their  unique giftedness and qualities to the Church in a myriad of ways. 

Conclusion 
A chaste life is part of the good news of Jesus Christ. 

“Do you not know that your body  is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” (1 Cor: 6.19-20)
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