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"I know well the plans

 I have for you",

says the Lord.

"Plans for peace

 and not disaster,

holding for you a

FUTURE FULL OF HOPE"

Jeremiah 29:11

“Jesus is Risen!” has certainly been on my mind since our last newsletter. Five people I have known have had their funerals in that time, including my mother. Brian Smith, of whom we spoke in the last edition, was another. When significant people die it does baptize me into a new era, even if I have been preparing, and been prepared, for a long time beforehand.

Social?

On Easter Monday there was an afternoon tea at Brendan’s place. Some men sent their apologies and one person, we have had contact with a long time, came. Also, a priest postponed time with his family to come for a while. Another priest arrived and was a lively contributor to conversation.

It is good for our men to have contact with the clergy, who carry the message of Christ’s compassion. It is good, similarly, for the clergy to have contact with our ethic, not existing just in words, but in our very selves.

Upcoming Article?

Brendan has been reflecting on the deeper pastoral questions that arise in the ministry. These reflections have been about wounded spirits and needs for deeper healing. We can be inspired by Ephesians 4, later in the chapter, where it says:”You were to put aside your old self, which belongs to your old way of life and is corrupted by following illusory desires. Your mind was to be renewed in spirit so that you could put on the New Man that has been created on God’s principles, in the uprightness and holiness of the truth.”

The article will recommend ongoing prayer and a walk with Christ.

What is Freedom?

It seems now Afghanistan and Iraq have been freed from oppressive regimes. More freedom is happening in the East. Upon the occupation of Baghdad in April, I felt: “Yes this Middle Eastern country has been dealt with – but the West needs to be dealt with yet.” Fr Harvey alludes to this in the “Director’s Corner” of Courage, USA’s newsletter of late 2001: “The September 11th terrorists’ attack on the world Trade center and the Pentagon has altered our perspective of the world in which we dwell. A nineteen year old Courage member told me how she desires to reach out to everyone in these days of mourning. In doing so, she found her friends so open. She added that she was aware that she had same-sex attractions, but at this moment in her life she wants to put them on the back-burner. There are more important things to think about. Agreed. But what is it that Courage members can do?

We can pray that our country will find the places where terrorists hide. We realize that the safety of the whole free world is at stake. But we should pray in a spirit of humility, acknowledging our total dependence on God. In our prayer, we should remember that our country has spilt the blood of innocent unborn children, and even that of children about to be born. We, as a nation, continue the policy of direct abortion, which we have approved for 28 years, leading to the loss of thirty-five million babies……

……Courage and Encourage members can develop their own personal prayer life; for example, practise prayer of the heart every day…”

These words can easily be seen to apply to Australia as well, because we have followed the US in so many things. We truly must pray that the “freedom which is God’s gift to humanity” will be in all the world.

Council?
Referring to my previous newsletter entry about a Courage Council, Brendan Scarce and Shayne Bennett, the Moderator of Emmanuel Community, went to see the Archbishop about the idea of the Council in Brisbane. The Archbishop endorsed the idea and suggested we have a woman on the Council and a move has been made to have that happen. We were interested in Courage’s standing in the Archdiocese and we feel there is a place there for us and work to be done..

With the momentum of Fr Harvey’s visit in February and in view of the media onslaught, Courage wants to have its own authentic voice in Brisbane. We hope that people may then know more about Courage and avail themselves of its services.

Regional visit?

Brendan and Michael went for an afternoon to speak in Lismore. The Catholic Medical Association’s document, “Homosexuality and Hope” formed the basis of the discussion. This document can be obtained from the internet. Go to www.cathmed.org  and in the next 10 minutes you can receive your no-obligation, free copy!

But, seriously, the afternoon was full of lively talk. Many scriptures were mentioned, giving life to Courage’s message. Especially noteworthy was Isaiah 50:4 “The Lord Yahweh has given me a disciple’s tongue, for me to know how to give a word of comfort to the weary. Morning by morning he makes my ear alert to listen like a disciple.”

There was discussion often about points like, ”I know the truth but the gay person I know doesn’t want to hear it.” “And if they are HIV positive is not their salvation at stake?” I thought Brendan was inspirational with questions like these, suggesting we listen to the Spirit in an urgent, but complicated, situation. He emphasized that we are not about labels or functions for people but that we relate to the person.

Notice…

Fr Benedict Groeschel CFR is speaking at a Melbourne Conference in September. Details can be obtained by contacting the John Paul II Institute, PO Box 146, East Melbourne, Vic, 3002, calling them on 61 3 9417 4349, or looking at their website, www.jp2institute.org 

A Conversation…..

I was recently at a gathering with some women and their husbands and children. One young man and his girlfriend were present.

One person, who’d heard something about me being involved with homosexuals, asked: “What exactly do you do?” I explained I’m doing secretarial work for a group that supports homosexuals who want to be chaste.

“So you get them on the right track..?”,they said, as if trying to agree with me. I said we don’t try to change their feelings but just as married people have a discipline of having one sexual partner so Courage has a discipline of chastity.

The young man said: “Let n……..(his girlfriend) speak because she has an uncle who's homosexual and has a partner – she's got a lot to say” With an embarrassed, reddened complexion, she seemed like she had a lot to say, but didn’t compete in the now-lively discussion.

The whole scene affirmed in me that Courage’s ethic of compassion and law had great witness value in a hot topic area.

Group?

A new member, our first woman, is venturing to the group mid-May. Let’s pray that Christ’s welcome be there from our men who’d journeyed so long together, realizing that, in principle, the group should be for women as well.

Training……

Michael went to an Exodus training day held at Christian Heritage College on 16th May. It was a last minute decision to go, spurred on by a reminder from Peter Lane.

About a dozen people from different ministries were present. The first speaker was Peter Janetzki, an educator and counsellor. His topic was “Sex and God”. He spoke about how he felt sexuality is in the very life of the Trinity and that whoever we meet, male or female, it is a sexual encounter. He went into the history of our culture, with its Gnostic (dualist) and Victorian influences. 

We talked in discussion groups about what the Bible says about sexual practices.

………a very exciting, wholesome experience!

The second speaker was Meg Perkins, a psychologist, who gave advice about ethics in the area of counsellor and client forming sexual relationships and friendships. Meg gave us clear advice, with a conservative view, in this troubled, grey area. Also, there was advice for counsellors who need to see and act on the signs of suicide in their clients.


May God bless all who read,


(Michael Curtin – editor)
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