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Reflections from the Second Oceania Courage Seminar Sydney: November 2010 
Introduction
After the successful first Oceania Courage Conference held in Brisbane in October 2009, it was decided to attempt to hold the next conference in another city and then move to a further capital city in 2011. Fr Paul Stenhouse gave the opening address on the current values of  our society and the Catholic influence or impact that can be made by the faithful following of Jesus.  Father Anthony Percy graced us again with his presence. Last year he gave a generic account of  John Paul’s II  Theology of the Body: this year he delved further  and provided significant points for our consideration.                                                

A Brisbane Courage member gave a testimony about living a life of chastity. I followed this testimony by leading an interactive presentation about the men and women who come to Courage and the parents and siblings who seek advice, wisdom, comfort and compassion regarding the issue of same sex attraction.  

The Melbourne  Encourage group leaders then shared about how they have responded to their child’s same sex attraction and their spirituality in maintaining love and charity.
The final session of the day was exuberantly delivered by Mr John Poon, a Sydney psychologist. He made intriguing connections  about the lives of the saints and how their prayer life and virtues are relevant for those in Courage. 

Father Paul Stenhouse MSC: Catholic Identity and Culture
Father impressed with his measured yet compelling comments about some of his ministry moments and his analysis of modern culture. He told us that he was ordained for the Church and  that was in order to serve. The relevance of his service permeated the whole talk. He was not about trying to change the Church. He said that our faith  gives meaning and purpose to our life and there is no reason to doubt the meaning of our lives [in Christ]. I will mention just two of the  points that I would like us to consider for our work and life in Courage.
The power of the Truth
He said that if you have the truth you basically do not need much more. Jesus has given us the consolation of the truth. The truth can nourish us if we let it reign over us and we know from the Gospel of John “that the truth will set you free” Jn.8:32.  Father told a story about the Emperor Constantine, who had left Rome to set up  Byzantium,  taking with him all the craftsmen. There was virtually nothing left in Rome except the Holy Father. People still went to Rome for advice from the pope. He had no material goods, no possessions, what he had was the truth and the authority of the truth that people recognized, acknowledged and discerned. Constantinople had created this great city  on the Bosphorus  - but did he really have authority? The Bishop of Rome had nothing yet had everything – He had authority.
Father went on to say  that the greatest enemy of truth is love and fear. Eg. Marcus Aurelius was considered the wisest emperor there was but he would not take advice about correcting his wayward son. The son was cruel, immoral and some would say 
the most evil emperor there was – Commodus. Marcus could not say no to him, presumably because he did not want to lose his friendship.      Thus Father Paul was illustrating that the greatest enemy of truth is love and fear.  A love that is fearful of the consequences and won’t do what is necessary for the truth of a situation. (Brendan’s comment: We need to be fearless in our love.)
Having respect for a person’s  decision and choice.

The second point I have chosen was Father Paul’s conviction  that we need to respect other people’s choice. Each of us has a special talent. We need to respect what other people want to do with their talent. He gave an example of a student he knew some years ago who did not want to be a doctor. However his parents wanted him to embark on a medical career. The young man became a doctor but was dissatisfied. He 
eventually threw away a most promising medical career and embarked on the vocation that was his heart desire. Fortunately he was able to succeed in that. (Brendan’s comment: I have heard parents say that they do not want their children embarking on a particular career. I believe that they ought to allow the children  to try it out and see for themselves what they make of it. Better that, than the frustration, discontent and depression when one is being thwarted. So we ought to follow the passions of the heart for the good things of life and the Spirit.)  
Father Anthony Percy: The Theology of the Body-Phase Two             
In October 2009in Brisbane Father Percy gave the  first phase of his  address on the Theology of the Body. In Sydney he was able to provide a more in-depth analysis of the Theology when he tackled the frequently discussed elements of Mutual Subordination in Christ-masculinity and femininity.
Father Percy believes that the best translation is the Good News version as follows:-      
“Because you fear Christ, subordinate yourselves to one another – [e.g.]wives to your husbands – as to the Lord. For [only]in the same way that the Messiah is the head of the Church – he, the saviour of the body – is the husband the head of his wife. The difference notwithstanding, just as the church subordinates herself [only] to the Messiah, so wives to your husbands in every thing. Husbands, love your wives, just as [we confess], the Messiah has loved the church and has given himself for her to make her holy by [his]word and clean by the bath in water to present to himself the church resplendent  free from spot or wrinkle  or any such thing so that she be holy and blameless. In the same manner also husbands owe it [to God and man] to love their wives for they are their bodies. In loving his wife a man loves himself. Fo no man ever hates his own flesh, but he provides and cares for it – just as the Messiah for the church because we are members of his body. ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.’ This [passage] has an eminent secret meaning: I, for one, interpret it [as relating] to Christ  and the church. In any case, one by one, each one of you must love his wife as himself, and the wife …may she fear her husband.” Ephesians  5:21-33.
Mutual subordination in Christ

Most of the points below are quoted directly from Fr. Percy’s hand out  at the Conference. The sub-headings are mine.  
“John Paul II claims that the text is speaking about “mutual subordination in Christ” Both husband and wife are called to subordinate themselves out of reverence for Christ. Note the difficulty in translation from Greek: often the English will say ‘wives submit’ or ‘wives be subject to’ your husbands.  This would be a form of slavery. But the text is speaking about ‘subordination’ and really means. ‘to place oneself at the disposition of.’  “The implication is that the one ‘subjecting himself’ does so through
 an act of sovereign will and that he could equally have elected to have done otherwise.” (Bowman, “The Gospel and the Christian Family,” 443) We are clearly speaking about freedom and not slavery or domination.”    
The command to men to love
“70% of the text is addressed to husbands. Three times they are  commanded to love their wives, while wives are not commanded but are invited to love their husbands. Three words are of interest to husbands. They specify the manner of their subordination to their wives: ‘head,’ ‘love,’ ‘handing over’ (traditio).” In an aside, Father mentioned that men find it difficult to make a commitment, hence the command is necessary for them.

“The man is ‘head’ of his wife as Christ is head of the Church. Christ ‘goes forth’ – he ‘goes ahead’ - to his passion and death for the Church. That is, the husband’s role is to ‘go ahead’ and take initiative in leading his wife into sacrificial self-giving. To be head does not mean to be ‘boss’ as in our secular understanding.”

Sacrificial love 

“Thus the husband subordinates himself to his wife by ‘loving’ his wife  as Christ loved the Church. There are a variety of words for love. In latin there is Amor, Dilectio and  Caritas. In Greek there is Eros and Agape. Agape is only found in the Bible, not in literature and it means the self sacrificing love of Christ. This meaning is clear by Paul’s use of the word traditio – meaning ‘to hand over.’ Christ surrenders himself and hands himself over to  the Father and for the Church. This is exactly what he is calling husbands to do in their love for their wives.”
Wives as a symbol of  the Church
“Wives are called to subordinate themselves, too, but in a different manner. They are called to be a symbol of the Church  - they are called to ‘receive’ the offering and initiative of their husbands and to respond by subordinating themselves to their husbands. Thus the subordination is mutual, but different.” Father Percy explained that a symbol is the real embedded in reality and shows the connection between the visible and invisible. (Brendan’s comment: Our body is symbolic, for example the will, intellect and  memory are essentially invisible but we know of their power and existence from everyday experience. Thus the visible body indicates an invisible force). 
John Paul II’s vision
“What we have then is a vision  by John Paul II that flows out of the sacred text itself and it is entirely consistent with what JohnPaul II develops in the early sections of the Theology of the Body. In those earlier sections he comments upon Eve being brought to Adam by God (Cf. Genesis2; 18-25). Adam accepts Eve and exclaims, ‘At last bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.’ The pope comments on the dynamics of the relationship between man and woman and says that the man gives of himself by accepting and welcoming the woman (that is, she is accepted as a person and not as an object of lust)  and the woman likewise gives of herself by letting herself be accepted and welcomed.”
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