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       The Nuptial Meaning of the Body with reference to Homosexuality
Introduction:

With this edition of the Courage Ministry Series I am continuing an analysis of the thesis I submitted to the Brisbane College of Theology in November 2006. The thesis is entitled “Is the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith’s Document On the Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons Credible In Our Age?” (NB. Hereinafter known as the CDF document).

Articles 39, 40 and 41 covered the first two chapters of the thesis.
My Body:
The body reveals who we are. In fact we are continually communicating about ourselves through our bodies. We gain an impression of one another  as soon as we see them. We notice if they are male or female, tall or short, rotund or thin, bald or hairy, heavy or light, appealing or not appealing, integral or not, missing limbs, and whether  it is safe or not to approach the person. All this information is obtained in the first glance. As we ponder the person a little longer, for instance, if we are travelling on public transport and are sitting opposite the person viewed, we gain further information by seeing what they do. They might be reading a novel, reading the scriptures, jerking their leg in a rhythmical way when they have ear plugs in their ear, or they could be laughing all of a sudden.  Our nose may notice a fragrance or an odour. Such is the richness of the communicative elements of our body, especially our face.

NB. Saint Ignatius of Antioch in a letter to Polycarp makes a beautiful reference about Polycarp’s  face: “Recognizing your devotion to God, firmly built as if upon a solid rock, I am full of thanksgiving to him for allowing me to see your blessed countenance-may I forever enjoy the sight of it in God!  (See Office of Readings Friday of Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time.) 
And then the person who is the subject of all this may then smile at us in a knowing way: the smile conveying so much about the person in their body. Our bodies keep telling us things without even trying. Pope John Paul II of blessed memory, has given us more to think about regarding the body. He has identified the body as having a “spousal” significance and has developed a theology of the body – termed nuptial. 

A Theological context; the Creator’s plan:
The CDF document  of 1986 gives an excellent rationale for situating the discussion and debate about homosexuality within  the context of the theology of Creation we find in Genesis. God, by his infinite wisdom and love, brings into existence all of reality as a reflection of his goodness. He fashions mankind, male and female, in his own image and likeness. Human beings, therefore, are nothing less than the work of God himself, and in the complementarity  of the sexes, they are called to reflect the inner unity of the Creator.  However because of the effects of Original Sin the image of God contained in persons is obfuscated, yet the human body retains its “spousal significance” and the letter declares in article 7 that it is only in the marital relationship that the use of the sexual faculty can be morally good. A person engaging in homosexual behaviour therefore acts immorally. To choose someone of the same sex for one’s sexual activity is to annul the rich symbolism and meaning, not to mention the goals, of the Creator’s sexual design. Homosexual activity is not a complementary union, able to transmit life, and so it thwarts the call to a life of that form of self-giving which the Gospel says is the essence of Christian living.  

 It is necessary to embed the discussion on homosexuality within the broader topic of sexuality, for in reality, homosexuality is a minor element of sexuality, but gets a lot of press, for the reasons outlined above. If we can appreciate the Theology of the Body we will have a deeper conviction about why non-marital and non-conjugal sexual behaviour and activity is contrary to God and our very beings. St Paul quoting from  Genesis 2:24,  reminds us in Ephesians 5:31-32, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother, cling to his bride and the two shall become one flesh. This is a profound mystery, and it refers to Christ and the Church.”  John Paul II in his Wednesday general audiences used the text from Genesis 2 to firstly construct  and then articulate his catechesis of the Theology of the Body. 

 The beginning:
From the  first general audience of Sept. 5th 1979 devoted to the subject, John Paul quoted from Matthew 19:3 “For your hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.” John Paul emphasizes the word ‘beginning’ and states that he wants to ‘penetrate toward that “beginning” to which (Jesus) referred in such a  significant way. Percy asserts that ‘the beginning’ is really code for God’s purpose for humanity. “God creates us with an intention in mind. Jesus in the passage cited above, reveals to us his Father’s intention.”
  By taking us back to the beginning we learn the real and ultimate meaning of human life and sexuality. John Paul wants to take us back  even before Original Sin was committed, because Jesus having done that  in his discourse with the scribes and Pharisees, explained God’s purposes for all time. (See John Paul II. The Theology of the Body: Human Love in the Divine Plan. Boston: Pauline Books & Media, p.25, 1997 and Christopher West. Theology of the Body Explained. A Commentary on John Paul’s Gospel of the Body. Boston: Gracewing-Pauline Books 2003 p.59).

By taking us on a journey through Genesis, chapters one and two, John Paul expounds three experiences that  occurred  prior to the Original Sin, namely,  Original Solitude, Original Nakedness and Original Unity. John Paul makes the startling claim that we too can enjoy these original experiences. In the early lectures he speaks about the boundary between original innocence and redemption, and the essential connection between the two. For when the original covenant with the Creator was broken  men and women “received the first promise of redemption  in the words of the so-called Proto-gospel in Genesis 3:15 and began to live in the theological perspective of the redemption.”
 We will then at the parousia enjoy this original innocence again, where there will be no shame, no isolation, and no alienation, which are the consequence of  Original Sin.

 The redemption of our bodies:
A recurring theme of John Paul’s lectures, is his linking  the purpose of the creation, the creation of our bodies and their  destiny and subsequent fulfillment  through the redemption and our salvation. A redemption that is obtained through our surrender and cooperation through the sanctifying  work of the Spirit. John Paul continues at the General Audience of  Sept. 26 with these words; “All the subsequent analyses that will be made on the basis of the first chapters of Genesis will almost necessarily reflect the truth of Paul’s words: We who have the first fruit of the Spirit groan inwardly as we wait for…the redemption of our bodies.” 
 St Paul frequently reminds us  about the holiness and sacredness of our bodies. Paul knew:

that morality was not dependent on this or that written rule, which is always conditioned by the culture of the time; but it was much more closely dependent on the relationship that existed from now on between the body and the Lord.  “Do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.” 1 Cor 6:19-20. For a greater elucidation of the holiness Paul calls forth  we need to examine an earlier text in  chapter 6.    “…the body is not meant for immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us up by  his  power. Do you  not  know  that your  bodies are members of  Christ?”   1 Cor 6: 13 -15. (See Xavier Leon-Dufour, ed. Dictionary of Biblical Theology. London: Geoffrey Chapman; 1992 p.538). 

 John Paul II and St Paul are writing from the same pages of tradition and as it were being contrapuntal in striking various chords which reflect the blessedness and importance of our bodies for our salvation. Our bodies do matter, and what we do with them. They are essential in God’s plan, they are the earthen ware vessels, that God uses to bring forth his transcendent power and works.  Raymond Collins in his exegesis of this passage explains that Paul “embraced traditional biblical anthropology” by his assertion that “it is the resurrection of the body that imparts ultimate significance to the human body.”(NB R.F.Collins First Corinthians.Vol.7.. Collegeville, Minnesota: The Liturgical Press 1999 p.242.) For this reason alone we do not own our bodies, they belong to the Lord. Having said this we are however in communion with others. We cannot do anything on our own, we cannot all be desert islands, we need others. We need a helpmate and brothers and sisters.
Conclusion: 

In our February article we will examine the original states of solitude, unity and nakedness.
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