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The Face of the Other:Ministering to those with Same-Sex Attraction-Part 2 

Introduction
This article is a continuation of  Part One of Father Paul Check's address to the 25th National Catholic Center Bioethics Workshop for Bishops,  in Texas (USA) February 2015. 
A Summary of Part One
The Untouchable subject of homosexuality: Father Paul continues to strive to be “an advocate for an under-served population.”

 The Spiritual Fatherhood of Courage: Father Paul: The priests serve a particularly important role in providing a sense of fatherhood. I, Brendan see myself as a brother to Courage men and women in my mentoring and listening with the ears of the heart to the heartfelt stories of Courage members.

Authentic Pastoral Care within the Church's Anthropology: It is in the inner life of a person that decisions are made for good or bad. How we understand ourselves in our identity influences, even determines, how we  try to meet the needs and wants of the heart.
An Assumed identity through labelling:  Father Paul says that “The inclination, no matter how deep-seated it might be, does not describe the totality of the person.” For example I never  call any person homosexual, transgender, gay or lesbian. I call persons by their given name not by their function or condition. (See page two for more about labels).
Self Disclosure: Most of us have secrets, pain and anxieties that do not need to be revealed or published to others. We have to struggle with our own load, perhaps even wrestle with God like Jacob (Genesis 32) and  take our troubles and struggles to the Cross. It is there that we gain wisdom, grace, prudence, and fortitude and grow in integrity. 

We now examine part two of Father Paul's address.
Choices
One of those testifying in the film: Desire of the Everlasting Hills gives a 

poignant account of the need to be wanted. Father Paul says “This is true for  all of us. We are changed by our  actions, by our choices, by anything 

involving the will, including the way we think about ourselves, the way we 

self-identify. Choices consistent with our nature build up our humanity; the opposite is also true. This is one of the reasons why I, [Father Paul], recommend against the use of words like 'homosexuality', 'gay' and 'lesbian, as nouns to describe an identity or a class or group of people.” 
The Question of identity
Father Paul suggests  “that the answers to the foundational questions  - 'Who am I?' 'What am I?' 'Why am I?' are of interest to everyone, even if they do not  think in exactly those terms... Through the careful choice of words, we can try to avoid furthering the commonly held misconception that the two fold expression of humanity is heterosexual and homosexual rather than male and female. The Church makes a threefold  distinction with regard to homosexuality regarding the question of identity – person – inclination  - action.”  Each one of us is a son or daughter of God, our Father, made in his image. Psalm 139 is a marvellous paean expressing the profundity of our being loved by God. 
Giving and receiving Hope  
In the movie: Desire of the Everlasting Hills, one of the testimonies given by a Courage member, tells about his being given hope and his wish to “give others the same hope.” A number of Courage members in the USA and one or two in Brisbane “have become willing  to share their stories  in public or quasi- public settings...because they feel a sense of urgency to reach others whom they know are at risk in one way or another.” In Brisbane over the years we have had breakfasts, conferences, special celebrations, social occasions,    movie outings, sporting events and many barbeques and occasionally a restaurant meal. Social integration with others and developing social mores gives members more confidence in reaching out and not being so bound up with their own anxieties. 

Father Paul says that: “Within the Courage apostolate... we maintain a thoughtful reserve about the question of causality, because we do not want to impose templates on people and because of the complex character of the development of masculine and feminine identity.”
Needing to connect: 
Father Paul goes on to say that: “Claiming that people are 'born that way' (an unproved assertion) or that 'homosexuality' is a blessing (which is ambiguous) can leave a person a puzzle to himself [or herself]...A thoughtful and peaceful setting where people  can bring things into the light to better understand themselves will be of practical help.” This occurs “because those questions:  
'Who am I?' 'What am I?' and  Why am I?' are always at work.”  Currently BrisbaneCourage provides such a setting where members know there is a “right forum”  to better understand themselves, and where they can trust that they will be accepted and understood.  One of the major reason this occurs is the simple but patient action of listening with love and solicitude to one another. Such listening from the heart is an effective balm for the shame and isolation, which are two of the biggest hurdles faced by  many men and women with same sex attractions.   Profound listening is part of the healing journey of woundedness for Courage members. While  not effecting instant  healing of wounds,  it is an important ministry in my opinion, for it develops trust between the two who speak heart to heart. It does involve  quite a number of  vulnerable sharings and very deep openness as key factors. 
Needing the other  
“The need for community (fellowship) is strong in each of us. All the more so in those who, for any number of reasons, may find forming relationships a challenge.” Unfortunately a small number of some of my Courage brothers  have great difficulty in forming consistent and stable friendships. They suffer incredible loneliness which is very painful to observe. This is one of the reasons I spend  time each month after our monthly group  meeting, visiting and seeing men in various part of Brisbane.  
How attractive is Courage
Father Paul says that “we are in real danger of losing people from the faith because we do not appear to have something vital and attractive to offer as an alternative.” Father Paul writes that he has “ done numerous clergy study days, and I do not have the sense that Courage is providing a useful service to  the Church in this regard. I am much more  concerned about how that  translates to our  work on the ground.”  I think  this is similar to what we have to ask about our  own experience in  BrisbaneCourage which has been operating for eighteen years. Yet it is  hardly known in the Archdiocese. As Father Paul  notes:  “Most of our Courage and Encourage groups are small and lack the benefit of of sufficient advertisement and promotion to regularly bring in new numbers. We have so many good means at our disposal to make known  the Church's yes to men and women with same-sex attractions and their families, 

including websites and social media, periodic bulletin announcements, confessionals and sermons.” See the International link http://couragerc.net which has many excellent articles and testimonies. 

The Jubilee Year of Mercy 
Given that we are now in the year of Mercy, I humbly suggest that we join  and unite ourselves with the People of God throughout the Universal Church in praying the Jubilee prayer as follows:

Lord Jesus Christ,

you have taught us to be merciful like the heavenly Father, and have told us

that whoever sees you sees Him.

Show us your face  and we will be saved. Your loving gaze freed Zacchaeus and Matthew from being enslaved by money; the adulteress and Magdalene from seeking happiness only in created things; made Peter weep after his betrayal, and assured Paradise to the repentant thief. Let us hear, as if addressed to each one of us, the words that you spoke to the Samaritan woman: “If you knew the gift of God!” 

You are the visible face of the invisible Father, of the God who manifests his power above all by forgiveness and mercy: let the Church be your visible face in the world, its Lord risen and glorified. You willed that your ministers  would also be clothed in weakness in order that they may feel compassion for those in ignorance and error: let everyone who approaches them feel sought after, loved and forgiven by God.

Send your Spirit and consecrate every one of us with its anointing, so that the Jubilee of Mercy may be a year of grace from the Lord, and your Church, with renewed enthusiasm, may bring good news to the poor,

proclaim liberty to captives and the oppressed, 

and restore sight to the blind.

We ask this through the intercession of Mary, Mother of Mercy, 

you who live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit for ever and  ever. Amen.
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