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    The Pope's note  on homosexuality and Father Bochanski on Mission   

Introduction
I usually write about my own  reflections but given the two reports I have seen in the past month I thought it would be good to hear from two pastoral leaders. On November 30th Catholic News Agency reporter Daniel Ibanez wrote the Pope's account of what he said about homosexuality among clergy and religious. I believe that the comments are important for Courage members and supporters to study. Father Bochanski,  the executive director of Courage, has an inspirational  note on his apostolic journeys, and the centennial of Father John Harvey's birth.
What Pope Francis said in his interview 
The Book-length interview was given in early August and the headlines was In new book on clergy and religious life, Pope Francis addresses homosexuality.
'In a book-length interview, Pope Francis addressed gifts  and challenges for clerical and religious vocations, among them the challenge of homosexuality in  the clergy'. 

“The issue of homosexuality is a very serious issue that must be adequately discerned  from the beginning with the candidates, if that is the case. We have to be exacting. In our societies it ever seems that homosexuality is fashionable and that mentality, in some way, also influences the life of  the Church,” the pope says in the book The Strength of a Vocation, set to be released Dec 3 in ten languages. 

In an excerpt from the book, released Friday by Religion Digital, the pope said he is concerned about the issue of evaluating and forming people with homosexual tendencies in the clergy and consecrated life. 

“This is something I am concerned about, because perhaps at one time it did not receive much attention,” he said. Francis said that with candidates for the priesthood or religious life “we have to take great care  during formation in the human and affective maturity. We have to seriously discern, and listen to the voice of experience that the Church also has. When care is not taken in discerning all of this, problems increase. As I said before, it can happen  that at the time perhaps they didn't exhibit (that tendency), but later on it comes out.”
The Pope shares a story about dealing with this issue

 Francis recalled that one time: “I had a somewhat scandalized bishop here who told me  that he had found out that in his diocese, a very large diocese, there were several 
homosexual priests and that he had to deal with all that, intervening, above all, in 

the formation process, to form a different group of clergy. It's a reality we can't deny. There is no lack of cases  in the consecrated life either. A religious told me that, on a canonical visit to one of the provinces  in his congregation, he was 

surprised. He saw  that there were good young students and even some already professed  religious who were gay,” The pope said that the religious: “wondered  if it were an issue and asked me if there was something wrong with that.”  Francis said he was told by one religious superior that the issue was not 'that serious, it's just an expression of an affection.' 

“That's a mistake,” Francis warned. “It's not just an expression  of an affection. In consecrated and priestly life, there is no room for that kind of affection. Therefore, the Church recommends that people with that kind of ingrained tendency should not be accepted into the ministry of consecrated life. The ministry of consecrated life is not his place.” 
Living celibacy with integrity
We “have to urge  homosexual priests, and men and women religious to live celibacy with integrity, and above all, that they be  impeccably  responsible, trying to never scandalize either  their communities or the faithful holy people of God  by living a double life.  It's better for them to leave the ministry or  the consecrated life  rather than to live a double life.”

The pope was asked  in the book if there are limits to what can be tolerated in  formation. “Of course. When there are candidates with neurosis, marked imbalances, difficult to channel not even with therapeutic help, they shouldn't be accepted to either the priesthood or the religious life. They should be helped to take another direction (but they should not be abandoned), They should be  guided, but they should not be admitted. Let us always bear in mind that they are persons who are going to live in the service of the Church, of the Christian community, of the people of God. Let's not forget that perspective. We have to care for them so  they are psychologically and affectively healthy,” the pope replied.  

The book is the transcript of an interview conducted by Fr. Fernando Prado, director of the Claretian publishing house in Madrid.

Father Philip Bochanski about  Courage  Founder - Father John Harvey
Father Philip has written a note about the Mass he offered in the new Courage Office in Trumbull, Connecticut. “The intention for the Mass, on All Souls' Day, was for the happy repose of the Courage and the Encourage chaplains, members and benefactors who have gone before us. It was a powerful reminder to me of how each of us is, as Blessed John Henry Newman once wrote, 'a link in a chain' and how much what we do today, as an apostolate and as members of the Church, depends on 

the legacy left to us by those who went before us. 

Earlier this year, we had the opportunity to remember our founding director, Father John F. Harvey, OSFS, on the centennial of his birth, and in a few months' time we will be preparing to open a year of celebration for the fortieth anniversary of the founding of Courage International. I wonder what that  handful of founding members, gathered at Our Lady of the Rosary parish near Battery Park, on September 26, 1980, would make of the apostolate as it stands today. About 170 Courage chapters can now be found in two-thirds of U.S. Dioceses, and in 15 other countries, and nearly 90 EnCourage chapters meet alongside them. The tiny seed planted four decades ago is bearing rich fruit, and having an impact on the lives of individuals, families, and the Church.” (In Australia there have been four chapters). 

The heroic witness of Courage members to the Church and to the world. 
“Faced as we are in these days with scandalous revelations of the crimes and sins of members of the clergy, and of the ways in which bishops and others have ignored 

or mishandled them. I believe that the contribution  that Courage makes to the life

of Church is more important than ever. The first of the Five Goals that our founding

members composed for the apostolate is: 'to live chaste  lives  in accord with the 

Roman Catholic Church's teaching on homosexuality,' and this is as counter-

cultural and heroic today as it was forty years ago. The fifth Goal is just as 

important: 'to live lives that can serve as good examples to others.'

Members of Courage and EnCourage have an essential  message to share in these

 days: that the teachings of the Church  are liberating  and life-giving, and that 

chastity  leads to authenticity, freedom and peace. Whether in films like Desire of 

the Everlasting Hills or Invited to Courageous Love; through books like  Why I  Don't Call Myself Gay; on our websites, couragerc.org, and truthandlove.com; at 

our conferences and workshops; or simply in the way they live their daily lives,

our members are giving heroic witness, to the Church and to the world, of just 

what God's grace can do in the life of someone who is willing to surrender to it 

and cooperate with it.”  

Father Philip's apostolic journeys
“By the end of the year, I will  have been on 73 airplanes, and spent 161 days – 

45% of the year! - on the road, mostly to speak with priests, deacons and others in ministry about what the Church teaches and how to welcome and accompany

people who are experiencing same sex attractions. On most of these trips I am accompanied  by a Courage member who gives his or her personal testimony, which is always  the most impactful part of the program for  the participants. We have also been privileged this year to offer training for clergy as part of our annual conference 

· held in July at Villanova University in the Archdiocese of Philadelphia  - as well as the fourth Truth and Love Conference for people in ministry, which was co-sponsored  by the Archdiocese of Hartford and took place  at their pastoral Center in mid-October. It has also been a privilege for me to speak with seminarians, across the country as well as in Guatemala, Mexico and Ecuador, and I will make additional seminary visits this spring...

...When I am in the Courage Office, our team gathers each day at noon for the celebration of Holy Mass and  to pray for the members and chaplains of the apostolate worldwide. Beginning this November we will offer a monthly Mass for the intentions of our friends and benefactors. If you have a particular  intention for which you would like us to pray, please do let us know. Be sure of my deep gratitude for your generosity, and my prayers for you and your loved ones.”

Conclusion 
I believe it is always good to review what an apostolic  ministry does. Accordingly  one of our reviews from  Brisbane Courage in 2018 was a  discussion and reflection on what we  we can contribute to the Plenary Council before Ash Wednesday 2019.

We will share about this more fully in the February article.

Peace and blessings to all as we believe and meditate on psalm 139:14: Thank you Lord for the wonder of my being.
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