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Christian Anthropology: Part Three ( Father Philip Bochanski)
Introduction
In the June and August articles I wrote about the lecture Father Philip Bochanski, the International Executive and Spiritual Director of Courage presented on Christian Anthropology. Part Three is the conclusion of  this lecture and deals mainly with the Original Plan of God for men and women  when God made them male and female.
There is one plan for all human beings   
Despite the many voices lobbying and  calling for a different plan for marriage and sexual relationships Father Bochanski tell of the tradition of  the Church and the biblical account recorded in Genesis 2:24:  “This is why a man leaves his father and mother and joins himself to his wife, and they become one body”.   Father   Philip indicates that the original plan is still in force even though a number of writers and researchers  argue  that those with same sex attraction have a different nature. 
We have to dispel the idea that people with homosexual inclination have a different kind of nature. If I believed this I would  accept that the men and women who come to our Courage meetings are quite different in their basic humanity. No way! They possess authentic masculinity and femininity of male and female persons. The men and women who have been Courage members are  very much of the same nature as me with emotions, mental ability and acumen,  hearts of love and desire and a transcendent soul and definitely  male or female. I have met and known  two men who were on the road of transgenderism. Providentially and with personal heroism   they ceased the treatment then contacted Courage. With some challenging moments they have now settled into  their own masculinity. 
The Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith:1986 
This document makes a very important comment about  the labels we can give people. “The human person, made in the image and  likeness of God, can hardly be adequately described by a reductionist reference to his or her sexual orientation. Every one living on the face of the earth has personal problems and difficulties, but challenges to growth, strengths,  talents and gifts as well.  Today the Church provides a badly needed context for the care of the human person when she refuses to consider the person  as a 'heterosexual' or a 'homosexual' and insists  that every 

person has the same fundamental identity: to be a creature and by  grace, a child of God, an heir to  eternal life .”

Pastoral care suggested by the United States Catholic Bishops
In 2006 the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops promoted a document entitled Ministry to persons with a Homosexual Inclination and I quote as follows:-  “ While the Church teaches that homosexual acts are immoral, she does distinguish between engaging in homosexual acts and having a homosexual inclination. While  the former is always objectively sinful the latter is not. To the extent that a homosexual tendency or inclination is not subject to one's free will, one is not morally culpable for that tendency. Although one would be morally culpable if one were voluntarily to entertain homosexual temptations or to choose to act on them, simply having the tendency is not a sin. Consequently, the Church does not teach that the experience of homosexual attraction is in itself sinful.”

The term:  Intrinsically disordered
We need a theological context for the term. By taking the term out of context the secular media has lambasted and pummeled the Church for such a strong and definitive word  about homosexuality. The term does not mean that the person is  disordered but that the sexual act with a person of the same sex is.

Father Bochanski in his lecture locates a context for the  phrase  intrinsically disordered, in the Catholic Catechism note 2357: “Basing  itself on Sacred Scripture, which presents homosexual acts as acts of grave depravity, tradition has always declared that: “homosexual acts are intrinsically disordered.” (Genesis 19: 1-29 where Lot rejects the demand of the men of Sodom who asked that Lot send out the two men staying at his home overnight: “... so that we may abuse them.” verse 5. See as well Romans 1:24-27, especially verse 26: “...That is why God has abandoned them to degrading passions.)”. Homosexual acts are contrary to the natural law. They close the sexual  act to the gift  of life. They do not proceed from a genuine affective and sexual complementarity. Under no circumstances can they be approved.” 
The word disordered has offended many observers and some of the Courage men. I have felt with them but I believe we must accept the wisdom of the CDF document, when it combats a situation that is promulgated  by well-meaning pastoral workers.  Father Philip says that if we can understand the context of the term intrinsically disordered,  we can help others appreciate what it means.  In the  Catechism notes  of 2351-2356, lust, pornography, prostitution, masturbation and rape  are either called gravely sinful, intrinsically disordered, a grave offence, a grave scandal or intrinsically evil act in the case of rape.  Referring to lust  the Catechism says: “Lust is disordered  desire for or inordinate enjoyment of sexual pleasure.” Sexual pleasure is morally disordered when sought for itself, isolated from its procreative and unitive 
purposes. The Catechism 1753 calls lying and calumny intrinsically disordered. The  note in  full is worth consideration. “A good intention (for example, that of helping one's neighbour) does not make behaviour that is intrinsically disordered, such as lying and calumny  good or just. The end does not justify the means. There are some 

concrete acts – such as fornication - that it is always wrong to choose, because choosing them entails a disorder of the will, that is, a moral evil.”   
The Catholic Catechism note  1606 says: “Every man experiences evil around him and within himself. This experience makes itself felt in the relationships between  man and woman. Their union has always been threatened by discord, a spirit of domination, infidelity, jealousy and conflicts that can escalate into hatred and separation. This disorder can manifest itself more or less acutely... but it does not seem to have a universal character.”

Father Bochanski indicates the source of the disorder.  According to faith the disorder we notice so painfully does not stem from the nature of man and woman, nor from the nature of  their relations but from sin.  Nevertheless, the order of creation persists, though seriously disturbed. To heal the wound  of sin man and woman need the help of  the of the grace that God in his infinite mercy never refuses them. When Father uses the word 'disorder' he says  that we are pointing to the order of creation. He says quite deliberately that it is a relevant term for the order of creation is still in force. The word means what  we mean it to mean.

Gilbert Keith Chesterton
Father Bochanski quotes this English master as part of the context for appreciating the term intrinsically disordered and in seeking and speaking the truth.   In Orthodoxy 1908, chapter two Chesterton says  this about sin: “The ancient masters of religion began with the fact of sin -  a fact as practical as potatoes. Certain new theologians  dispute original sin, which is the only part of Christian theology which can really be proved.” 

In the secular world and in our advocacy of what we believe to be right we can become  arrogant, aggressive, alarmist, and awkward in the  defence of our positions. Yet we must be able to explain our stance with graciousness, aplomb, clarity and well formed arguments.

Conclusion: A Providential reading
In my reading today  (24th September 2018) of week 25 of the morning Breviary  I came across one of the most important scriptures and exhortations that inspire me when I engage in advocacy while pleading for  what I believe is a righteous cause. 

 Ecclesiasticus (Sirach 4:28) “Do not remain silent when you should speak, and do 
not hide your wisdom, for wisdom is recognized in speech and it is the tongue that gives good counsel.” The Jerusalem Bible interpretation: “Do not refrain 

from speech at an opportune time, and do not hide your wisdom; for wisdom shall be recognised in speech and instruction by what the tongue utters.” The fuller passage of Ecclesiasticus  4:20 - 34 is well worth our  meditating and praying, for it empowers  our quest for truth in a courageous and merciful way.  

And this breviary reading was followed  by Saint  Paul's second letter to Timothy  Chapter 4:2 as a concluding morning prayer: “Proclaim the message and, welcome or unwelcome, insist on it: refute falsehood, correct error, call to obedience, but do all with the  patience that the work of teaching requires.” I make it my prayer for all those involved in the Courage ministry of hope and mercy. 
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