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Introduction
In the June 2018 article we examined part one of Father Philip Bochanski's lecture on Christian Anthropology. This article continues the commentary of Father Bochanski, the International Director of the Courage Ministry. Note Father Bochanski's points on the  the issues of complementarity, fidelity, and stability as we add some of  Saint John Paul II's wisdom from his encyclical Veritatis Splendor, and a significant  address from Emeritus Pope Benedict XVI. I have included  extra  inserts from the Catechism of the Catholic Church.  This article is not easy to read, for the language is at times theologically dense and maybe abstract for some. However, for us who minister and work in the  Courage apostolate  it is important to understand the theology of marriage. This helps to act with integrity, truth, humility and charity in our endeavours to help those with same-sex attraction.
Freedom to Create Oneself
I have just re-read parts of Pope Saint John Paul II's Encyclical Letter: Veritatis Splendor On Certain Fundamental Questions of the Church's Moral Teaching,  promulgated on 6th August, 25 years ago. Like most of Saint John Paul's encyclicals and apostolic letters the wisdom is still extremely relevant for our  age. Father Bochanski quotes from paragraph 48  which states that we have to “consider carefully the correct relationship existing  between freedom and human nature and in particular the place of the human body in questions of natural law. Paragraphs 54-64 provide excellent teaching and wisdom on the role of conscience. Paragraph 64:.. freedom of conscience is never freedom 'from' the truth but always and only freedom 'in' the truth...Having provided this background let us now follow Fr Bochanski's lecture:

“A freedom which claims to be absolute ends up treating the human body as a raw datum, devoid of any meaning and  moral values until freedom has shaped it in accordance with its design. Consequently, human nature and the body appear as presuppositions or preambles, materially necessary for freedom to make its choice, yet extrinsic to the person, the subject and the human act.  (Italics are in the text)
The Existentialist viewpoint 
The existentialist would say “It is nice that I have a body but it does not control me, it does not define me – I use my body to exercise my will and it is my will that 

defines who I am.” Last year I read a biography of  a Nobel prize winning 

existentialist author Albert Camus by Olivier Todd. It  seems to me that Camus 

exemplified this element of self-definition in his life. His determined and  indomitable will permitted a dissolute and chaotic life. Upon  concluding the biography I wrote: “A sad tale really! Yet a great humanitarian. An unsatisfactory ending after Camus' death.” An author who came from an impoverished background  in Algeria, but  whose philosophy was “freedom from.”   I was disappointed by the biography for I thought it would have spelt out more clearly the deep psychological insights from his novels:  especially The Plague and  The Stranger. 
Pope Benedict  XVI's address to Roman Curia 2012  
Pope Benedict provided a counter to  the idea of denying oneself as a creation of God. He said that: “ The profound falsehood of this  theory and of the anthropological revolution contained within it is obvious. People dispute the idea  that they have a nature, given by their bodily identity, that serves as a defining element of the human being...The words of  the creation account: male and female he created them (Gen 1:27),  no longer apply. No, what applies now is this: it was not God who created them male and female – hitherto society did this, now we decide for ourselves. 

When the freedom to be creative becomes  the freedom to  create oneself, then necessarily the Maker himself is denied and ultimately man too is stripped of his dignity as a creature of God, as the image of God at the core of his being...It becomes clear that when God is denied, human dignity also disappears. The radical questioning of the objective truth on one's own bodily nature leads irresistibly to atheism and to the denial of human dignity in the process.”

How does the Church look at this?
Father Philip recommences his commentary: “Everyone, man and woman, should 

acknowledge  and accept his sexual identity. Physical, moral and spiritual difference and complementarity are oriented towards the goods of marriage and the flourishing of family life. Complementarity is key to understanding who we are. The harmony of the couple and of society depends in part on the way in which the complementarity  needs and mutual support between the sexes are lived out. The

union of man and woman in marriage is a way of imitating in the flesh the Creator's generosity and fecundity...All human generations proceed from this union.”
Conjugal Union  
Because spouses are different they are able to make a gift  to one another – the gift of the body symbolizes the  gift of the spirit and soul – according to Father Philip. He now quotes at length parts of various paragraphs from the Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2362-63:  “The acts in marriage by which the intimate and chaste 
union of the spouses takes place are noble and honorable; the truly human 

performance of these acts fosters the self-giving they signify and enriches the spouses in joy and gratitude.” I find it interesting that the Catechism quotes in paragraph 2362 from a talk/discourse of Pope Pius XII on October 29, 1951: “...spouses should experience pleasure and enjoyment  of body and spirit. Therefore, the spouses do nothing evil in seeking this pleasure and enjoyment. They accept what the Creator has intended for them.”  Paragraph 2363 says: “The spouses' union achieves the twofold end of marriage: the good of the spouses themselves and the transmission of life.  These two meanings or values of marriage cannot be separated without altering  the couple's spiritual life  and compromising the goods of marriage and the future of the family.”

Conjugal Fidelity
Father Bochanski continues his teaching from the Catechism: “By its very nature a conjugal love requires the inviolable fidelity of the spouses. This is the consequence of the  gift of  themselves which they make to each other. Love seeks to be definitive; it cannot  be an arrangement 'until further notice'.” Paragraph 2364 of the Catechism says: “They are no longer two; from now on they form one flesh. The covenant  they freely contracted  imposes on the spouses  the obligation to preserve it as unique and indissoluble.” No 2365 says “Fidelity expresses constancy  in keeping one's given word.  God is faithful. The Sacrament of Matrimony enables man and woman to enter into Christ's fidelity for his Church. Through conjugal chastity, they bear witness to this mystery before the world.”  

Conjugal Fruitfulness
“ A child does not come from outside as something added on to the mutual love of  the spouses, but springs from the very heart of  that mutual giving, as its fruit and fulfillment.” - Para. 2366 of the Catechism. Father Philip's comment: “Because spouses are different they are able to make a gift to one another – the  gift of the body symbolizes the gift of the spirit and soul.” 

The Congregation for the Doctrine of  the Faith 2003
The CDF delivered a document entitled: Considerations regarding proposals to give legal recognition to unions between homosexual persons.  It stated that marriage is not just any relationship between human beings. It was established by the Creator with its own nature, essential properties and purpose. No ideology can erase from the human spirit the certainty that marriage exists solely between a man and a woman, who by mutual personal gift, proper and exclusive to themselves, tend toward the communion of their persons. Homosexual unions are totally lacking in the conjugal dimension which represents the human and ordered form of sexuality.

Sexual relations are human when and insofar as they express and promote the 

mutual assistance of the sexes in marriage and are open to the transmission of new life. Father Philip raises the question of the guide for moral judgements.  He  asks a further  question: “Is the conjugal relationship based on fidelity, complementarity and permanence and open to the transmission of life?”

Conclusion
The next article part three will indicate  that there is one plan for all human beings, for the original plan is still in force.  Father Bochanski will then validate this original plan by exposing and refuting  the recent false  hypothesis circulating among some Catholic morality teaching that people with same sex attraction have a different nature. 

It is important to fully explain  conjugal marriage and its  fidelity and fecundity in order to support fundamental Christian marriage in our current society, 

Part Three of  Father Philip Bochanski's lecture will appear in October article 107.
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